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Why can you not accept my statement that I aspire to represent
all the sections that compose the people of India? Do you not aspire?
Should not every Indian? That the aspiration may never be realized is
beside the point.
I am beholden to you, in spite of your opinion about me, for having
.  patience with me; I hope you will never lose it but will persevere in
your effort to convert me.   I ask you to take me with my strong views and
even prejudices, if I am guilty of any.
As to your verdict on my policy and programme; we must agree to
differ. For, I am wholly unrepentant. My purpose is, as a lover of
communal unity, to place my services at your disposal
I hope you do not expect me to accept the Lahore resolution without
understanding its implications. If your letter is the final word, there is
little hope. Can we not agree to differ on the question of " two nations "
and yet solve the problem on the basis of self-determination? It is this
basis -that has brought me to you. If the regions holding Muslim major-
ities have to be separated according to the Lahore resolution, the grave
step of separation should be specifically placed before and approved by
the people in that area.
Yours sincerely,
M. K, CANDHI.
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MR JINNAH TO GANDHIJI
September 21, 1944.
JDEAR MR GANDHI,
I am in receipt of your letter of September 19 and I have
already given you my answers to all your questions relating
to clarification of the Lahore resolution or any part of it, and I am glad
that you admit when you say it may be that " all my questions do not
^arise from the view of mere clarification of the Lahore resolution/* but
you particularly emphasise your points 15 (a) and 15 (b).
I regret to say it has no relation to the context of .the resolution or
any part thereof. You have brought so many matters into our corres-
pondence which are entirely outside the matter requiring clarification,
so I have perforce to deal with them. Let me first deal with your letter of
September 11.
You say: "My life-mission has been Hindu-Muslim unity which I
want for its own sake but which is not to be achieved without the foreign
ruling Power being ousted. Hence the first condition of the exercise of
the right of self-determination is achieving of Independence by the joint
^action of all the parties and groups composing India. If such joint action
is'-flnfortunately impossible, then too I must fight with the assistance of
such elements as can be brought together.**
The gist of your letters up to date is that you are wedded to this